
4c  -ness

What would it be like to look at a poem? It would be the most beautiful thing in the 
room that could stand to be looked at. It would be more beautiful than the thing 
itself. A beautiful poem is a poem that can be repeated over and over again. You are 
reading about a poem comprised of a thousand wayward looks. Look. A beautiful 
poem is a painting that can be repeated over and over again. Repetition is the only 
thing that makes something more perfect than it already is. For this reason, there is 
always a gaze that does not reach inside the face (I was looking at). That should be 
the gaze of poems that think they are paintings. 

Andy Warhol understood this and he repeated the look of a painting every time he 
painted the same thing over and over and over and over. That is why he painted over 
the faces of photographs. Nothing is more beautiful than a face when it is repeated 
like (a word for) make-up. Novels were the earliest form of photography known to 
the human retina. That is why books are rarely mistaken for paintings. Paintings, 
unlike words, die the minute they attach themselves to a wall. Someone else said, 
“Excitement is the only thing in the world that cannot be predicted.” 
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‘NIAGARA FALLS IS JUST A KIND OF PAINT.’
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